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First Reading ‡  Sirach (Ecclesiasticus) 3:17-20, 28-29 
Humble yourself and you will find favour with the Lord.  
My son, be gentle in carrying out your business,  
and you will be better loved than a lavish giver.  
The greater you are, the more you should behave humbly,  
and then you will find favour with the Lord;  
for great though the power of the Lord is,  
he accepts the homage of the humble.  
There is no cure for the proud man’s malady,  
since an evil growth has taken root in him.  

Entrance Antiphon ‡ Psalm 86 (85): 3, 5. 
Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I cry to you all the day long. O Lord, you are good and 

forgiving, full of mercy to all who call to you. 
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Communion Antiphon  ‡   Psalm 31 (30): 20. 
How great is the goodness, Lord, that you keep for those who fear you. 

 

Christ washes the apostles feet, 12th century, Basilica Cattedrale de Santa Maria Nuova di 
Monreale, Sicily. 

 

(continued) 
 When we show love by meeting the material needs of the truly poor, we are “doing 
God’s work for him,” because as the Psalm taught us, kindness to the poor is the kind 
of thing God does. 
         Concerning this Gospel, we should also recall that the crippled, lame, and blind 
were often considered ritually unclean, and certainly were not permitted to worship in 
the Temple courts in Jesus’ day (Lev 21:18).  Inviting them into your home meant 
risking ritual defilement.  Yet Jesus is teaching that the charitable laws of the Old 
Testament take precedence over the laws of ritual cleanliness.  Jesus is definitely calling 
on his contemporaries to get outside their comfort zones in their effort to show the love 
of God, and the same is true for us: too many of us live in a virtual “Catholic ghetto”, 
without meaningful contact with non-Catholics in our community or even in our own 
neighbourhood.  How can we be content with this situation? 
         This leads us to see the evangelistic thrust of this Gospel.  If the banquet table 
represents the Eucharistic fellowship of the Church, the “poor, crippled, blind, and 
lame” are those broken with sins committed against them and sins they have 
committed themselves, people who need the Good News.  Jesus is calling us to go out 
and invite those outside the Church to come to his Banquet. Too often we limit our 
evangelizing efforts to fallen-away Catholics, and leave the rest of society for 
Protestants to reach.  Forget that strategy.  Fallen away Catholics can often be the 
hardest to reach, because they are under the impression they "know it all 
already."  Let's throw the net wide!  Schedule a speaker at your parish who can speak 
of God at "street level," and then go door-to-door inviting people to come hear.  At 
least, that's one strategy.  It doesn't matter what strategy we use, let's just do it. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The heart of a sensible man will reflect on parables,  
an attentive ear is the sage’s dream. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Responsorial Psalm  ‡  Psalm 67: 4-7, 10-11. 

R.  God, in your goodness, you have made a home for the poor. 
 

The just shall rejoice at the presence of God,  
  they shall exult and dance for joy.  
O sing to the Lord, make music to his name;  
  rejoice in the Lord, exult at his presence.    R. 
 
Father of the orphan, defender of the widow,  
  such is God in his holy place.  
God gives the lonely a home to live in;  
  he leads the prisoners forth into freedom.    R. 
 

You poured down, O God, a generous rain:  
  when your people were starved you gave them new life.  
It was there that your people found a home,  

  prepared in your goodness, O God, for the poor.   R. 
 

Second Reading   ‡   Hebrews 12:18-19, 22-24. 
You have to come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God.  
  What you have come to is nothing known to the senses: not a blazing fire, or a 
gloom turning to total darkness, or a storm; or trumpeting thunder or the great 
voice speaking which made everyone that heard it beg that no more should be 
said to them. But what you have come to is Mount Zion and the city of the living 
God, the heavenly Jerusalem where the millions of angels have gathered for the 
festival, with the whole Church in which everyone is a ‘first-born son’ and a 
citizen of heaven. You have come to God himself, the supreme Judge, and been 
placed with spirits of the saints who have been made perfect; and to Jesus, the 
mediator who brings a new covenant.  
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Acclamation   ‡    Matthew 11:29 
Alleluia, alleluia! 

Take my yoke upon you;  
learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart.  

Alleluia! 
 
 

Gospel   ‡   Luke 14:1, 7-14. 
All who exalt themselves shall be humbled and all who humble themselves shall be exalted.  
  On a sabbath day Jesus had gone for a meal to the house of one of the leading 
Pharisees; and they watched him closely. He then told the guests a parable, because he 
had noticed how they picked the places of honour. He said this, ‘When someone invites 
you to a wedding feast, do not take your seat in the place of honour. A more 
distinguished person than you may have been invited, and the person who invited you 
both may come and say, “Give up your place to this man.” And then, to your 
embarrassment, you would have to go and take the lowest place. No; when you are a 
guest, make your way to the lowest place and sit there, so that, when your host comes, 
he may say, “My friend, move up higher.” In that way, everyone with you at the table 
will see you honoured. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and the man 
who humbles himself will be exalted.’  
  Then he said to his host, ‘When you give a lunch or a dinner, do not ask your friends, 
brothers, relations or rich neighbours, for fear they repay your courtesy by inviting you 
in return. No; when you have a party, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind; 
that they cannot pay you back means that you are fortunate, because repayment will be 
made to you when the virtuous rise again.’   
The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 
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Reflection by Dr John Bergsma at http://www.thesacredpage.com/2016/08/guess-
whos-coming-for-dinner-22nd.html#more 
  These words of Jesus operate at two different levels.  On the basic level, it’s just sound 
advice about social etiquette.  Everyone dislikes a person that is always putting 
themselves forward, the kind the comedian Brian Regan describes as “me 
monsters.”  So don’t put yourself forward in social situations.  Give way to 
others.  Ironically, in the long run this attitude wins friends, and eventually others will 
come and invite you “forward.” 
  On the other hand, this banquet table may be seen as a symbol of the Church, which is 
gathered around the Eucharistic table of the Lord.  In that case, are Lord is condemning 
an attitude of “climbing the ecclesiastical ladder,” that is, seeking to acquire honour and 
authority within the Church, perhaps by obtaining “cherry” positions within her 
hierarchical structure or institutions (schools, hospitals, etc.).  Our Lord has no use for 
“social climbers” or “political animals” around his table.  Pope Francis has been 
emphasizing this of late, saying how much he esteems bishops who are “wed to one 
church”—that is, who are committed to their own diocese rather than hoping to attain a 
more prestigious see.  But even lay people can fall into the temptation to try to acquire 
prestige in the local parish, the diocese, or even the national or international Church.  “If 
this is your attitude,” our Lord is saying, “you joined the wrong religion!”  Likewise, 
this next section of the Gospel Reading operates at two levels.  On the basic level, it is a 
call to practice a form of almsgiving: inviting the poor to share your food.  Those who 
show love to the outcasts and disadvantaged in this life may be assured that God will be 
“in their debt,” and will repay that debt in the next.                       (Continued overleaf.) 
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